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Decisions of the Children, Education, Libraries & Safeguarding Committee 

 
21 September 2015 

 
Members Present:- 

 
Councillor Reuben Thompstone (Chairman) 

Councillor Bridget Perry (Vice-Chairman) 

 
Councillor Rebecca Challice 
Councillor Alison Cornelius 
Councillor Daniel Thomas 
Councillor Helena Hart 
Councillor Anne Hutton 
 

Councillor Kathy Levine 
Councillor Ammar Naqvi 
 

 
Also in attendance (as Co-opted Members) 

 Marilyn Nathan 
Denis Carey 

 
Apologies for Absence 

 
Simon Clifford 
Darren Warrington 
 

Gladys Vendy  

 
 

1. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  
 
RESOLVED – The minutes of the meeting on 16th July 2015 were agreed as a correct 
record. 
 

2. ABSENCE OF MEMBERS  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Simon Clifford, Gladys Vendy and Darren 
Warrington. 
 

3. DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS AND 
NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS  
 
There were none. 
 

4. REPORT OF THE MONITORING OFFICER (IF ANY)  
 
There was none. 
 

5. PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS (IF ANY)  
 
There were none. 
 

6. MEMBERS' ITEMS (IF ANY)  
 
There were none. 
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7. PRESENTATION ON BARNET YOUTH ZONE  

 
The Committee received a presentation on Barnet Youth Zone from Mr Simon Baker, 
Development and Programme Manager, London, OnSide Youth Zones. 
 
The committee welcomed the work under way. 
 

8. CHILDREN, EDUCATION, LIBRARIES AND SAFEGUARDING COMMITTEE 
ANNUAL REPORT 2014/15  
 
The Commissioning Director for Children and Young People introduced the report which 
provides an update on safeguarding activity across Family Services and an overview of 
the approach taken across Family Services to safeguarding and the mechanisms in 
place. 
 
Following discussion of the report, the Chairman moved to the recommendations 
included in the cover report. The Committee unanimously RESOLVED: 
 
That Committee note the safeguarding activity taking place across Family Services 
as outlined in this report 
 

9. SCHOOL PERFORMANCE IN BARNET 2015  
 
Neil Marlow, Head of School Improvement, introduced the report which provides 
information on provisional results for 2014/2015 assessments and national examinations. 
 
Following discussion of the report, the Chairman moved to the recommendations 
included in the cover report. The Committee unanimously RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the Children, Education, Libraries and Safeguarding Committee note 

the provisional school performance in Barnet for the academic year 2014-15 

 
2. That the Children, Education, Libraries and Safeguarding Committee note 

the proposed commissioning priorities for school improvement for the 

academic year 2015/16 (based on data available so far) set out in section 1.5 

 
10. PLANNING FOR NEW SCHOOL PLACES 2016/17 - 2019/20  

 
The Programme Director Education and Learning introduced the report which provides 
an update on Barnet’s commissioning strategy for school places up to 2019/2020 and 
outlines the requirement for future capital investment to deliver school places in order to 
inform the Council’s budget setting process 
 
Following discussion of the report, the Chairman moved to the recommendations 
included in the cover report. The Committee unanimously RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the Children, Education, Libraries and Safeguarding Committee note 

the progress in delivering the commissioning strategy for school places and 

the future requirements for school places up to 2019/20 
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2. That the Children, Education, Libraries and Safeguarding Committee note 

the investment requirements set out in paragraph 5.2.3 and paragraph 5.2.4. 

that will be considered as part of the Council’s business planning process 

to prepare the Council’s medium term financial strategy to be considered by 

the Policy and Resources Committee. 

 
11. SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE IN BARNET - ANNUAL 

REPORT  
 
The Family Services Director introduced the report which provides an update on 
safeguarding activity across Family Services, including an overview of the approach 
taken across Family Services to safeguarding and the mechanisms in place. 
 
Following discussion of the report, the Committee requested to receive future updates on 
progress with respect to the issues and recommendations highlighted in the report. The 
Chairman requested the Commissioning Director Children and Young People consider 
what the appropriate frequency should be for such updates, noting there is a need to 
ensure the updates do not interfere with the development and progress of actions.  
 
The Chairman moved to the recommendations included in the cover report and the 
Committee unanimously: 
 
RESOLVED - That the Committee note the safeguarding activity taking place 
across Family Services as outlined in this report. 
 

12. ANNUAL REPORT OF BARNET SAFEGUARDING BOARD  
 
The Independent Chairman of the Barnet Safeguarding Board introduced the report 
which enclosed the annual report of the Board. It was noted the Annual Report provides 
a rigorous and transparent assessment of the performance and effectiveness of local 
services, identifies areas of weakness, the causes of those weaknesses and the action 
being taken to address them as well as other proposals for action. 
 
Following discussion of the item the Committee requested an item be added to the 
Forward Work Programme to consider the Council’s response to the issues raised in the 
Annual Report. 
 
The Chairman moved to the recommendations in the report and the Committee 
unanimously: 
 
RESOLVED - That the Committee note the annual report attached at Appendix A.  
 
 

13. CHILDREN, EDUCATION, LIBRARIES & SAFEGUARDING COMMITTEE WORK 
PROGRAMME  
 
The Committee noted there was an error in the title of the report which would be 
corrected. 
 
RESOLVED – That the Committee note the work programme.  
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14. ANY OTHER ITEM(S) THAT THE CHAIRMAN DECIDES ARE URGENT  
 
There were none. 
 
 
 

The meeting finished at 9.10 pm 
 
 


